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embracing the Flood

PUBLIC SPACE

BUILDING PROGRAMMING

GREEN OPEN SPACE

FLOOD CONTROL WATER SYSTEMS

COMMUNITY ENGAGED DESIGN PROCESS
SUSTAINING COMMUNITIES IS A VALUED PART OF GROWTH. THE ABSORPTION PROJECT 
AT EAST DON BANKLANDS HELD SEVERAL COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS TO INFORM 
DESIGN AND PROGRAM DESICIONS. 

TORONTO’S GROWING COMMUNITY

INSPIRED BY THE PROBLEM
ABSORPTION SEEKS TO OVERCOME ITS CHALLENGES; EMBRACING THE FLOOD. THE SITE 
IS CURRENTLY LOCATED IN A FLOOD PLAIN. DEVELOPING TO EMBRACE THE FLOOD, EAST 
DON BANKLANDS IS A MODEL FOR RESILIENT URBANISM.
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Absorption. Creating a space for regeneration, recreation, and reFLection. The East Don Banklands is a mixed-use, transit-oriented 
development that seeks to regenerate East Toronto’s local ecology and local community into a smart, healthy, and equitable transit 
center. This development aims to address four challenges that face Toronto in its evolution to become one of the Rockefeller 
Foundation’s 100 Resilient Cities: lack of ecological renewal, social equity, a vibrant economy, and authentic cultural identity. 

In following Toronto’s example of holding sustainability as one of the most important initiatives for the city, the East Don Banklands 
neighborhood employs net-positive or “regenerative” design, creating sustainable systems that mix the needs of society with the 
integrity of nature.

By accomplishing this, Absorption will provide a dynamic space for workers, visitors, and residents to live, work, and play in a healthy, 
safe, and net-positive environment—all in the middle of the city.
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ABSORPTION AT EAST DON BANKLANDS MASTER PLAN:

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COST: C$285,956,884
TOTAL SF DEVELOPED: 1,419,836

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COST: C$135,965,451
TOTAL SF DEVELOPED: 757,565

TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COST: C$319,983,195
TOTAL SF DEVELOPED: 1,405,619
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25 percent reduction in operating costs, which 
returns a savings of C$28.1 million over ten years

1,281 new residential units

10 percent will be priced as affordable units

700,000 square feet of medical-oFFice space

The value of the four sites before construction 
begins is estimated to be C$158.5 million. 

After development, the value grows to C$1.7 
billion, which  equates  to  a 28.15-percent levered IRR
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