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From Vision to Redevelopment 
The Bayside Vision Plan and the Bayfront Redevelopment Plan 

2003 to 2008 

The cooperative rehabilitation and redevelopment of the West Side of Jersey City 



Bayside 2003 Vision Plan 

Based on a Public Participation Visioning Process 

An Extraordinary Collaboration 

  

A Plan which Epitomizes 

Smart Growth Principles 

Transit Oriented Development 

A Live Work Play Neighborhood 

 

2003 



Manhattan 

Newark 

Harrison 

Bayonne 

Hoboken 

Secaucus 

21 square miles 

240,000 population 

2.1 square miles 

21,000 population 

Jersey City 

Bayside Study Area 

100 acres 
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Bayside Vision 



Five Step Process 

Fieldwork and Analysis 

Visual Preference Survey© 

Questionnaire 

Vision Translation Workshop 

Professional Synthesis 

Community Reaction 

Comprehensive Vision and 
Implementation Strategies 

The Bayside Vision is based on a Public 
Participation Process 

Bayside Vision 



Bayside Vision Principles 
Street Network 

 Interconnected Network of Streets 
 Extend the “Grid” 
 Super Boulevard Route 440 (Jackie Robinson Blvd) 

Parks and Open Space 

 Increase amount of Open Space on the West Side particularly along the riverfront 
 Area will be “judged” by number of new trees 
 Provide good accessibility to existing and new open space 
 Implement a riverwalk along the Hackensack River 
 Provide for small “pocket” parks and plazas 

Transit/Transportation 

 Extend Hudson-Bergen Light Rail beyond the West Side Station closer to the riverfront eventually 
 crossing the river to Newark 
 Incorporate existing bus services and add new ones to meet the increased demand as a result of 
 new development  

Pedestrian Realm 

 Develop an interesting and efficient system of sidewalks, crosswalks and pathways 
 Include many public amenities, such as benches, trash receptacles, lights, signs, etc. 
 Establish consistent lighting and signage standards to delineate between districts, neighborhoods 
 and regions. 

Development Type(s) 

 Promote and encourage mixed-use development 
 Seek a sustainable balance between housing to jobs to retail supply and demand 
 Encourage rehabilitation and redevelopment of old and outdated structures 

 Bayside Vision 



Redevelopment of the West Side of Jersey City 

Bayfront 
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There are 7 major elements to the Bayfront  

Redevelopment Plan 

1. An efficient grid of streets that extends the existing West Side 
 grid and  creates efficient development blocks. 

2. A pedestrian way acting as a “spine” for the redevelopment are 
 connecting Droyers Point to the Light Rail Station.  The 
 pedestrian only walkway is the major retail focus of the plan. 

3. The extension of the Hudson Bergen Light Rail across Route 440 
 into the  redevelopment area and terminating in a signature 
 building on the new transit plaza. 

4. A riverfront walkway and park with connections to Droyers Point 
 to the south and anticipated future development to the north as 
 in the Bayside Vision Plan. 

5. Three green recreation spaces; Central Park, the Promenade, 
 and the Green. 

6. Mixed-uses buildings including residential, retail, office, and 
 parking. 

7. An onsite relocation strategy for the MUA in a consolidated 
 community facilities building. 
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Society Hill and Droyers 

Point 

NJCU Redevelopment 

Proposed Neu 

Redevelopment 

Centex Redevelopment 

2008 

Bayfront I Redevelopment 

Redevelopment 

Bayfront  

Redevelopment Area 

4,200 to 8,100 Residential Units  

250,000 to 600,000 sf Retail 

700,000 to 1,000,000 sf Office 

Over 20 acres of Parks and Plazas 
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Alternative Transportation : Pedestrian Plan 

Bayfront  



Variety of Shade and Flowering Trees 

Planters can double as seat walls 

Consistent Paving with Pedestrian Way 

Large Recessed Water Feature 

Connection with Transit Station 

Alternative Transportation : Light Rail Plan 

Bayfront  



Special Riverfront Feature 

Multiuse Path along Hackensack River 

Access to Riverfront Walkway at All Intersections 

Connection of Pedestrian Way and Riverfront Walkway 

Connection to Droyers Point 

and Existing Pathway 

Green Recreation Spaces: Riverfront Park 
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Open area for recreation 

Dog Park 

Pedestrian Walkway  

Active Recreation such as bocce 
Basketball or Tennis courts 

Gateway element at Entrance to Site 

Playground 

Green Recreation Spaces: Central Park 
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Mixed Uses : Land Use 

Bayfront  



Contemporary  

Architectural Styles 

Bayfront  

Sustainable Green Victorian 



Green Recreation Spaces: Green Roofs  
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Renderings 
Renderings provide a “view” of the possibilities for future redevelopment. 

Renderings by Dan Harmon & Associates, Atlanta, GA 
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The Pedestrian Way 
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Central Park 

Bayfront  



Riverfront Park 
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Transit Plaza 
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“Typical” Residential 
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The Bayfront Redevelopment Plan  

From Vision to Redevelopment 
The Bayside Vision Plan to  the Bayfront Redevelopment Plan  



Canal Crossing Redevelopment Area 
Finding a “new” model for large scale urban 

redevelopment. 



In October 2010, the Agency received a $2.3 

million Tiger Planning Grant ( DOT/HUD) for  

development studies to work out the details 

and cost associated with the redevelopment 

of Canal Crossing, this work includes a 

funding and equity mechanism.  



 Revitalization of this area has been hampered by 

outdated infrastructure, large tracts of contaminated former 

industrial lands, and a road system that fails to sufficiently 

link up with the local regional rail network. The project focus 

will be to create a residential, mixed-use, transit-oriented 

development with access to open space amenities in a 

community with a significant low-income population. The 

process will also develop a formal legal framework to ensure 

that redevelopment is equitable 









 











RELOCATION 
 

• As outlined, the Canal Crossing Redevelopment Plan converts 
former old industrial sites into new blocks for mixed use residential 
development. Wherever practical, it is the preference of the 

Jersey City Redevelopment Agency for existing property 

owners to participate in such manner that development of the 

proposed blocks can occur in accordance with this Plan. To 

that extent, this Plan and the Agency encourage the 

cooperation among the existing property owners in order for 

any block to realize its full development potential. Under this 
scenario, the relocation of persons or businesses should be 
significantly reduced. In terms of relocation, the vast majority of 
relocations will only affect businesses, since only one residentially 
occupied property is currently listed for acquisition.  

 



The Challenge is! 

 This doesn’t get us where we need to go 
as a community of property owners and as 
a city. It doesn’t address the brown field 
issue/chromium clean up. It doesn’t 
address the flooding and other serious 
infrastructure issues, not to mention 
planning issues of new grid and transit. 



Six areas where public private partnerships 
create value in contemporary real estate 

development. 



 

Lower 

entitlement risk 

Site: ownership, 

access, 

cleanup 

Debt Funding 

Equity 

Funding Gap funding 

Co-investment: 

infrastructure and 

facilities 



Thank You 


